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Newsletter exclusively for members of the Cheshire Agricultural Society 

This is our very first “Chairmen’s Report” and we are 
delighted that we were lucky enough to have two great 
show days this year to report on. They say that you generate 
your own luck and that was certainly true this year. This 
was totally due to all the volunteers and stewards who put 
in hours and hours of work on the weekend and Monday 
prior to the show. The wet weather was very challenging 
but with tremendous efforts from everyone we managed to 
pull it off. Special thanks to all “the lads” who offered their 
tractors and themselves and spent hours each day towing 
large vehicles on and off the site.

The Show itself had a fantastic variety of attractions for the 
general public and the farming community to come and see. 
We had a fabulous range of horses and ponies, from the 
tiniest pony to the largest shire, with all the different sizes 
and breeds in between. All beautifully groomed and turned 
out (as were their riders, drivers and lead rein holders!). The 
cattle section numbers were up on last year which is great 
news and we do appreciate the efforts our cattle exhibitors 
put in under difficult circumstances. We had a wonderful 
array of pigs and goats on show and this year we had a record 
number of sheep entries. As usual the poultry marquee was 
a site to behold and for those who prefer domestic animals 
we also had rabbits and cavies, pigeons, and our dog section 
which is a whole show in itself. 

The marquees holding the WI, NAFAS, crafts and shopping 
mews were, as always, a “must see” for so many of our 
customers. The Schools Out marquee, NFU, Reaseheath 
College, the Agricentre and the Countryside Experience all 
did a great job of presenting agriculture and rural life to the 
public, while the Food Halls and Cheese section attracted 
huge crowds who came to look, learn, taste and buy. Modern 
agriculture was represented by the fantastic stands in the 
Agricultural Machinery section while the Vintage section 
displayed our agricultural and domestic past. 

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

It was an honour to have Dorothy Breeze, who spent many 
years working in the Show office, as our Patroness this year. 
Dorothy and her husband John still volunteer at showtime. It 
was also a pleasure to have Peter Collins as our President and 
offer him our thanks for all his many years of work as Solicitor 
to the Show. We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
the Rt Revd Peter Forster (aka Bishop Peter) and his wife 

Elisabeth a happy retirement in Scotland and thank them for 
their many years of support for the Show.

Thanks must go to our sponsors for their financial support of 
the Show and the exhibitors, without whom there wouldn’t be 
a show, our volunteers and stewards, who do a fantastic job 
in sometimes trying circumstances, and our Show Directors 
who all give their time freely for the whole year from putting 
one show to bed to preparing for the next. It is difficult to 
single individuals out but it would be remiss of us if we didn’t 
acknowledge the role that Robert Davenport has played in 
helping to make the show what it was. Robert would be the 
first to want the ladies in the office,Gill, Angela and Kerry, to 
be included in that recognition at the same time.

Our thanks, once again, to one and all. 

              

John Ball Esq.                   Alan Ford Esq.
Co-Chairman                    Co-Chairman

I would like to thank the Cheshire Agricultural Society 
for their kindness in presenting me with a truly 
beautiful Silver Salver, which will be greatly treasured 
and I realise much effort and thought when into the 
purchasing of the Salver.

Above all, I sincerely thank you for the honour of 
“Honorary Life Warden”. I am absolutely thrilled to 
have had this title bestowed upon me and in my 
position of “Honorary Life Warden” I would be happy 
to help or support the Society and Show, at any time, if 
or when required.

It has been an incredible honour, and I remain 
immensely proud to have served as your Chairman of 
The Royal Cheshire Show but I could not have done all 
I have without the help and support of an enthusiastic 
and dedicated Society and Show Team or without the 
support of Pamela and my family at home.

The Royal Cheshire Show will always remain dear to 
me and it is my deepest and most sincere hope that 
the Show continues to go from strength to strength in 
the coming years.  

J A Garnett DL, FRAgS 
Honorary Life Warden

Tony’s Report - Thank You

Tony Garnett receiving the Silver Salver from  
Sir William Bromley Davenport
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A challenging time on the days leading up to the show 
trying to keep all areas free from mud!! But once again how 
lucky we were with the weather on both days of the show.
Tuesday’s schedule ran to time and all classes were very well 
supported, with the last pony class finishing at 8.00 pm.

The overnight rain caused a few problems on Wednesday 
morning getting traffic onto the showground, with lorries 
having to be towed onto the horsebox park. Once again the 
tractor crew came to the rescue and did a brilliant job, with 
only positive comments and praise for the way they handled 

the situation. We delayed start time by 1 hour to ensure all 
competitors, Judges and Stewards had arrived. Once things 
got underway we had a second day of top class quality 
showing.

Thank you to all our competitors for bringing forward all 
your exhibits. Many thanks to all Judges and Stewards for 
your sterling work and professionalism, and of course all 
the ground crew for managing to keep all rings in perfect 
condition.
 

Light Horse Report - Ridden

Champion Riding Horse Champion M&M Lead Rein



royalcheshireshow.org Members’ Enclosure 2019 4

This years show was exceptional. We didn’t have a 
spare pen in the marquee and had to juggle about to 
fit everyone in. We had the usual volume of interest 
from the public asking lots of questions and they are 
always surprised at the size of some of the adult male 
goats.

Thankfully, the weather was better than expected and 
we managed to show all classes outside. Comments 
from both of our judges was that any of the first six 
goats in the Best Of Show line up were capable of 
winning Best In Show, so I think they had a hard time 
picking the winners.
 
Thanks to all our exhibitors, stewards, ground staff 
and office staff.
 

Di & John Rudkin

 

Goats

Best In Show – Kindur Madichi – J & D Rudkin
Reserve in Show – Ffawydden Daenerys – J & R Hicks

Just over 700 exhibits were entered in the WI classes at 
this year’s show, all showcasing the wonderful skills of our 
members with their entries of Flowers, Crafts, Baking and 
Preserves, Photography and Art, handmade by WI members 
for visitors to the WI Marquee to enjoy.

After judging on the Monday all the exhibits were arranged 
into displays to highlight much loved films showing off the 
amazing range of skills from members from all over the 
county.

Trophies were awarded to the following WIs: Lymm Jubilee, 
Heswall Honeys, Urmston & District, Comberbache, Kelsall, 
Little Stanney and Lower Peover.  Individual exhibits 
represented WIs for all of Cheshire, Warrington and the 
Wirral.  We are very grateful trophies which have been 
donated to award to our members and to everyone who 
came along to the show on Wednesday to the awards 
ceremony.  Lady Bromley Davenport, President’s wife, Julia 
Collins, Edwina Oldham and Joanne Lomas presented the 
awards together with the Presidents of Dunham Massey and 
Hartford WIs.

We enjoyed showing The Show President, Lady Patroness, 
Cheshire Life and our many visitors around our marquee.  
They spent time with us both looking at exhibits and talking 
to our members.

 

The displays from our various sub-committees were of 
particular interest to visitors who learnt about growing native 
trees from seeds and how to save our planet by all doing 
what we can to save the life of corals and remove plastics 
from our oceans.

Visitors to the marquee could enjoy a drink and a home-
made snack and we thank all of our sponsors who make 
it possible to provide visitors to the WI Marquee with 
refreshments.

Jean Harding
Federation Chairman

 

WI Marquee Report

Lady Bromley Davenport awards the Capesthorne Celebration 
Bowl for creative excellence to Ros Kendall Lower Peover.
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Monday was indeed challenging getting vehicles etc. 
on to the area. Tuesday morning again difficult due 
to the overnight rain, but all dried out and a good 
day was had by all. The Cheshire Police Dog Section 
were back with us after missing for a couple of years, 
they always draw a large crowd when in the arena. We 
are very privileged at The Royal Cheshire Show, that 
the Police Unit only demonstrate their work with us a 
great honour to have then with us.

Wednesday morning, difficult again due to overnight 
rain fall, however it did dry out, what a shame the car 
park had to be closed that lead the public to paypoint 
3 at the bottom end of the Countryside Live Area, this 
of course had a very detrimental effect on the footfall 
to the area in turn to the exhibitors and traders.

The Mike Wellman trophy was this year won by 
Owen??? The oak swill basket maker who impressed 
Michael Trevor Barnston of his great explanation of its 
history and the detailed workings of the trade. May I 
take this opportunity to thank Michael Trevor Barnston 
for his time judging for this trophy. 

As always I must thank the many people who make 
the area work, administration, building crew, before, 
during and after the show, the stewards for their 
two long days and of course the exhibitors and 
demonstrators.

Roger Thomason
Director / Chief Steward – Countryside Live

Countryside Live Area

In spite of the rather wet conditions, the floral design 
marquee had a very good show with lots of visitors. The 
title of the show this year was “Phenomenon” and we 
tried to find as many Phenomena as we could to test the 
competitors skills. We introduced some boxes for this year’s 
show, some were placed on the marquee floor and given 
the title Decay which provided some very unusual designs. 
The other half of the boxes were placed on the show bench 
and given the title “Levitation” which proved very popular 
with the competitors and viewing public, the challenge 
being to make the design look as though it was floating in 
the box. This year we introduced a class called Have a go at 
the Cheshire Show and was basically an exhibit where the 
competitor could do anything they wanted to do within the 
space given. This class proved so popular that we extended 
the number of entries from twelve to twenty four and the 
result was two benches full of very varied and exciting 
designs. 

This year we decided to introduce a You Be The Judge 
competition with the viewing public being given voting cards 
to write down the number of their favourite design. This also 

proved so popular that on the first day mid afternoon we ran 
out of cards having printed off 1000. It was a lovely way for the 
stewards at the show to get into conversation with the public, 
talking about the exhibits and encouraging them to have a 
really good look at each design before making their decision, 
we shall definitely be doing it again next year.

Once again we had some interesting entries for the larger 
exhibits put on by tutors and their students which is a 
wonderful opportunity for less experienced arrangers to 
practice doing a design on a larger scale and they are always 
very popular with the public. 

Both children and adults enjoyed the different Hands on 
Sections which always get a lot of visitors and it is lovely to 
see the children proudly carrying off their designs to be taken 
home.

Continued on page 6 
 

NAFAS REPORT
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Continued from page 5 
 
We had some excellent demonstrations this year finishing 
off with a “Musical” demonstration by three of our talented 
Cheshire area competitors, Mrs. Val Seed, Mrs. Eleanor 
Griffiths and Mrs. Dorothy Monks. They each brought their 
own flowers and containers and on a whistle started their 
designs, on a second whistle they all moved round to tackle 
their neighbours designs, it was very entertaining and at 
the end they all produced lovely arrangements which were 
immediately sold on the sales table.

Our thanks go to the wonderful team of people who make 
this show possible, the chairmen, the Executive Director 
and his superb team in the office without whom the show 
would not be the success it proves to be year after year. It 
was not the best year considering the amount of rain that 
we experienced before the show, but the wood chip team 
did us proud and made sure that the show would go on! Our 
thanks also to the sponsors and to NAFAS for their continuing 
support of this event in providing the education that 
produces the quality of competitors that we see at the show 
every year – long may it continue. 

A great team effort produced the best Agri Centre 
display for many years. Our new sponsor, Morrison’s 
brought a new dimension with their willingness to 
embrace their friendly staff and their produce with 
farmers and the public capturing our Plough to Plate 
theme.

Our other sponsors, NWFT and HSBC supported a 
school bursary from St Reddish School, Stockport 
and ECM and Masseys Feeds enabled us to sponsor 
student accreditation for school farm visits with Edge 
Hill University. Many thanks to our Leaf Education 
officer, Katy Pallas for organising the logistics for 
both of these education initiatives and all the 
stewards who escorted the students. I’m sure this 
coordination has been the main reason why we were 
nominated for Bayer/ Leaf 2019 Secondary Education 
Awards and we are now in the final judging Stage.

Once again, RVW Pughs donated five Red Tractors 
which we demonstrated to highlight superior British 
food production standards at the front of The Ag 
Centre for everyone to see.

Likewise, our crop display linking them with daily 
essentials from Morrison’s created much more 
interest than you would expect or an example of why 

we need to communicate with the public better.

In fact all our displays were really appreciated, Dan 
sheared over 100 sheep, we had to an extra milking 
to cope with the interest whilst the pigs, chickens, 
calves and goslings brought huge attention. It was 
great that Sam Walton gave Tony Rimmer a hand 
in explaining all this to the public and what an 
opportunity !

Many thanks to The Milk Maid Marchers who gave 
out well over 3000 cups of milk kindly donated by 
Morrison’s during our displays.

The Ag Centre was live on BBC Breakfast, a huge 
accomplishment for the Show and thanks to those 
who enabled it. It was a great endorsement for all our 
sponsors, stewards and exhibitors and in particular, 
The Ag Centre committee.

Our show concluded with the presentation of the 
John Platt Memorial Trophy, I only hope that his vision 
to create The Agri Centre, 20 years ago, is being 
realised.

Stuart Yarwood 
Morrison’s Agri Centre Chairman

Agri Centre Report
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For some time, I have been pushing the Nantwich and Royal 
Cheshire Show for their pigeon section’s. These are the 
places where the sport can show off what we have to offer 
in a big way. As with all cases it is finding events that suit 
the fanciers because of the racing season, a time when most 
agricultural shows are held.

The Royal Cheshire Show held at Tabley just outside 
Knutsford in Cheshire, is one of the biggest agricultural 
show’s in the UK and is held over 2 days. The pigeon show is 
held on the Wednesday which is the last day of the show. As 
with the Nantwich show Richard Chambers was in attendance 
with the RPRA stand handing out leaflets and talking to 
anyone who wanted to know about racing pigeons.

The build up to the show was not brilliant with a lot of rain 
about and parts of the field were flooded. The rain did ease 
off the day before and on the first day of the show the fields 
were drying out. 

On the Wednesday we had the pigeon show so Kim and 
myself were out bright and early to get there ready for the 
entrants to turn up with their pigeons. The judging was best 
part of an hour, and Mr P Yates and Mr J Postill soon set about 
the job of sorting them out. We have to thank them for the 
good job they did, it was much appreciated. 
 
This was the second year that Elimar were taking control of 
the show, so we were more aware of what was going on. So, 
Kim and I set the paperwork up and sorted out the prize 
money of £395, all sponsored by Elimar, this meant all winners 
went away with cash this year.
 
When we took on the job, we did say that we would give 
them three years to see if fanciers were interested in pushing 
the sport forward at this big agricultural show. There was an 
increase in racing pigeons, but the fancy pigeons saw a drop, 
this was mainly down to one member who entered the most 
last year. 
 
The pigeon section was on the second day Wednesday, but 
Richard Chambers was there putting the RPRA set up to 

good use. We were a bit late getting there and when we did 
Richard was saying that he had already signed a few up. I 
was pleased with the early result because I was not sure how 
the RPRA stand would go with it not being a school holiday. 
Even so, there were a lot of children and adults in attendance 
considering how the weather had been. One thing about the 
fields used for the show they soon dry out.

This year saw 128 birds entered, these being split between 
15 classes, the fancy pigeons were not as much in favour this 
year with less than a handful in odd classes. As pointed out 
the number of racing pigeons entered did increase, so that 
was a good point. 
 
Wednesday was a bit of a muddy start, but people still turned 
up in big numbers. Richard Chambers on the RPRA stand was 
telling me that he had a very good two days with plenty of 
interest and young people joining. Richard added that he will 
put these dates on his calendar for future years, it is a good 
show.
 
All the prize money was sponsored by Elimar Pigeon Services 
Limited and went to the following entrants. Clive Edson & 
John Wheatcroft £100. David Knaggs £89. Ralph & Lorraine 
Brett £71. J D Roberts £38. Mr & Mrs Archibald £42, G & J 
Martlew & Son £25. Ahmad & Witkowski £16.
 
This was a good show and those who entered were pleased 
with the end result. Perhaps next year more fanciers will 
enter this worthwhile event where many thousands from the 
general public see our pigeons on show.
 

Les J Parkinson
11 Rushton Drive, Middlewich, 

Cheshire, CW10 0NJ. 
Tel: 01606836036 

Mobile: 07871701585. 
Email: elimar908@btinternet.com 

Web: www.elimarpigeons.com

 

Pigeon
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Carrying on the tradition of previous years the Agri Centre 
Committee and show volunteers partnered with LEAF 
Education to provide valuable educational opportunities for 
trainee teachers and secondary school pupils at this year’s 
show.

Every year since 2014, trainee teachers from Edge Hill 
University have been invited to spend a day at the show 
learning firsthand how food and farming can be integrated 
in to the curriculum. The trainees undertook an Open College 
Network accredited training day which allowed them to learn 
more about food and farming, how to organise school visits 
to farms, as well as where to find relevant, accurate and up to 
date resources to support their classroom teaching.

The day consisted of tours of the Agri Centre and wider show 
ground with representatives from the farming industry, 
as well as taught sessions with LEAF Education staff. As in 
previous years, the time spent with the farmers learning 
about modern farming was incredibly valuable and allowed 
the trainees to be confident to introduce farming topics in 
to their teaching. One trainee said: “I LOVED going around 

the show with real life farmers! I felt I learnt so much. Prior to 
today, I didn’t know how to link the curriculum to the farm, 
but now I do”. The training was kindly sponsored by Massey 
Feeds and ECM Crop Management Ltd with support provided 
by The Cheshire Agricultural Society.

But the educational offering didn’t just stop with the teacher 
training project. Two hundred secondary school pupils from 
Reddish Vale High School in Stockport received the Schools 
Bursary allowing them a free visit to the show. Entry tickets 
and transport costs were very kindly covered by The Cheshire 
Agricultural Society, North West Farmers Trust and HSBC. 
Reddish Vale High School has a small farm on the school site, 
but the teaching staff at the school were keen for the pupils 
to visit the show and experience the scale and diversity of the 
farming industry. 

Following the visit Mr Ellis, Head of Food Technology at 
the school said: “I just wanted to say a massive thank you 
for helping arrange and organise the visit to the Cheshire 
Show. We all thoroughly enjoyed it and both students and 
staff learnt a lot. We thought the show was incredibly well 
organised and bigger than we imagined! We are also so glad 
the weather held out!”

The pupils used the visit to gather information for a range of 
subjects such as Science, Geography and Careers. 

Katy Pallas
LEAF Education

LEAF Education Partnership

WITH THANKS TO OUR PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

The Royal Cheshire County Show  
16th - 17th June 2020

date for your diary!


